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disastrous defeat of the assaulting force, not less 
than two thousand men falling in the struggle, and 
among them Viscount Howe, a young officer of great 
promise, and brother of Sir William Howe, a Brit- 
ish military commander during the Revolution, and 
of Admiral Lord Howe, who held similar command 
in the naval forces employed. It is also worthy of 
note that it was in this desperate assault that Charles 
Lee, afterward an American commander and the 
jealous rival of Washington, fought bravely and was 
wounded — the event leaving such an impression on 



the Connecticut Provincial Assembly unofficially de- 
termined to seize Ticonderoga and the arms and 
munitions lying there, for the use of the patriot army 
gathering at Cambridge. Colonel Allen assumed the 
command of the little detachment, less than three 
hundred men, at Castleton, on the night of the 7th 
of May, though Arnold, arriving with a commission 
from the Massachusetts Committee of Safety, un- 
availingly claimed precedence, finally joining the en- 
terprise as a volunteer. Colonel James Easton was 
second in command, and Captain Seth Warner, third. 



as the utterer of one of the best things in history, by 
his reply to the demand of Delaplace as to the 
authority under which he demanded the surrender: 
" In the name of the Continental Congress and the 
Great Jehovah !" — not the reverse arrangement, as 
has been often and carelessly alleged. Thencefor- 
ward Ticonderoga remained in possession of the 
patriot forces, until its unfortunate loss by Arthur 
St. Clair in 1777, to be again so soon and finally re- 
covered as the result of other victories and the 
sweeping away of the British power in America. 




FRESCO CENTRE-PIECE IN THE MUSEUM AT LEIPSIC, SAXONY. —After Theodore Grosse. 



his mind, that at the hour of his death, five-and- 
twenty years after, the very words were heard on 
his lips that had been known to issue from them in 
the midst of the carnage of Ticonderoga — " Stand 
by me, my brave grenadiers ! " Another advance 
upon the post, by General Amherst, in 1759, resulted 
in its falling into the hands of the British, where it 
remained until the exploit of Ethan Allen — more or 
less shared in by Benedict Arnold, in 1775. 

Allen — one of the type guerrilla warriors of the 
Revolution, — had been already in arms, with the 
Green Mountain Boys, in what might be called an 
inter-colonial warfare between New Hampshire and 
New York, as to the right to certain lands, —when 



The little force was drawn up on the shore of the 
lake, opposite Ticonderoga, on the night of the 9th, 
and advanced upon the fort in the gray early morn- 
ing of the loth. Except by a single sentinel, soon 
secured, the advance was unperceived ; and the first 
startling hint of his position received by the British 
commander, Delaplace, was the sounding of three 
ominous raps of a sword-hilt on his door, with an 
order to open on peril of a general massacre. Neces- 
sarily the commander, thus aroused, was en deshabille, 
and tradition has it that his pretty wife presented a 
companion-picture. But one thing, and the impor- 
tant one, is sure — that Ethan Allen at once obtained 
the surrender of the fort, and immortalized himself 



A MAGNIFICENT FRESCO, 

One of the noblest frescoes of the time is to be 
found in the allegorical centre-piece of the loggia 
in the museum at Leipsic, Saxony — by Theodore 
Grosse, a native of Dresden, born in 1823. and the 
recipient of many honors in his profession. The 
drawing and elaboration of these mythological fig- 
ures, including Ariadne and her leopard, the Graces, 
the Weird Sisters, the Muses, and other favorite sub- 
jects for the pencil, are thoroughly admirable ; and 
quite as much may be said of the arabesque orna- 
mentation so gracefully conveyed in our engraving, 
of singular fineness and delicacy. 



